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RITES HELD FOR 

Gerald Nolin W, DEAN AUBRE Y 
Gerald B, Nolin has also Services for former State 

served on the council for the Representative W . Dcan Au­
past S'I, years, He holds a brey, 71, of 3234 E, Clinton 
-:ploma from AlB in account- Ave ., Des Moines. were held 
.. Jg. sales and business man- October 23 at 
age'ment and is a credit and Hami1t~n's Fu­
financial analyst with Chevron neral Home, 
Chemical Co. Nolin is a mem- with buri"al in 
ber of the Altoona Lions Club the Altoona 
where he is 2. past officer and cemetery. 
is presently financial chairman Mr. Aubrey 
of the Altoona United Metho- -died of a stroke 
dist church . Monday, Octo-

·He and his wife, Joan, live ber 20 .at Mercy' 
' at !03-10th St. SE; and have · hospital :·.ft~'f : • . 

. two:childre~t' botn:at barile. "fou t montti ill; 

ness . 
He was a former state rep· 

resentative from Wapello 
County, serving four terms. 
res igning in 1959 to take a 
position as state mine inspec· 
tor. He retired in 1973. 

Born in Munterville in 
Wapello County . Mr. Aubrey 
lived in Ottumwa before mov· 
ir'g to Altoona 16 yea~s ag? 
He moved tc? Des Momes m 
1967. 

He attended William Penn 
College in Oskaloosa and had 
served in the -U .S . Marine 

... Corps. He was a member of 

Howard Leinen 
Howard Leinen , incumbent, 

has served on the council for 
1111 years. Previous to this 
council appointment, he 
served on Planning and Zan· 
ing Commission for four 
years . He has been active in 
Cub St:OUlS anu Boy Scouts for 
the past five years and is 
presently scoutmaster of 
Troop 5n3. Leinen is a grad· 
uate of the University of Iowa 
with a B.S. in commerce. He is 
a member of Altoona United 

1ethodist church, an adult 
_nurch school class leader. 
choir member. member of the 
executive comm ittee, Iowa 
Conference Board of Pen· 
sions. Board of Directors and 
the Iowa Methodist Founda· 
. ' ., l' • 

the Miner' s Institute of Arner· 
ica and the Altoona United 
Methodist church. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Evelyn; three daughters. Mrs. 
Patricia Scott of Altoona. Mrs. 
Jean Shelley of Ankeny and 
Mrs . Sandra Grate of Des 
Moines; two sons, Gary of Des 
Moines and Michael of Nor· 
walk ' three sisters. Mrs . , , 

Frances Ketterman of Lme· 
ville, Mrs. Florence Martin of 
Lovilia and Mrs. Ruth Kale of 
Des Moines; two brothers. 
Forrest and Raymond. both of 
Ottumwa; three half· sisters. 
Mrs . Louise Bricker ot' Albia. 
Mrs. Clarice Ralsoll of Ottum· 
wa and Mrs. Linda Smallwood 
of California; and 12 grand· 
<.:h ildren . 

Trick or Treat 
For UNICEF 

UNICEF night for Altoona 
will b~ Thu.rsday, October 
30th ·(Beggar's night). The 
Trick or Treat for UNICEF 
solicitation supports chil­
dren's needs, not their race, 
religion. sex or politics. 

Altoona residents are asked 
to give; only to children and 
youth who can identify them­
selves properly Wit~ an or~nge 
coin box tnat say'.StfNICEF on 
it. 

The annual UNICEF cam­
paign by children has raised 
more than 546 million for 
children's health, and nutri· 
tion and educa.tion prcgr:uTIs . 

S<;rvin, 
p .m. {lIH" 

the footb , 
Polk. TI 
served at 
hou se OJ 

Altoona. 
Ticket~ 

Vee, Sm; 
Shop, Dc 
and The 
fice, also 
the fire ( 

Ado< 

.~ 

PI,.., 
~ 

A daugh 
Edwar 
Octohc 

Rainbow Gir./s Hold If 

Left to right are Ruth Champion. Vicki (': 
Kim Taylor and Heidi Evan s . 

Cilldy Sinter was installed 
as Worthy Advisor of Altoona 
Rainbow Assembly on Sep. 
t"l'l1hrr'~ tQ7C; ott thl' ~4 ., 

mortality 
ily. Can ' 
She ila 
<;"1',,; (;' 
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Aubrey 
d 0[ a / W: DUN Monday. at MItS• 

. - --stroke--'Mon-.. AU,IIlV '". ~~neW':~~I~ m~·,·,;·, ··'-~:.:!t;; li · day at MercY ·Hospital after a 
. fOUl-month illness: 

J1e was a forme r 
rescntative _ from WapcHo 

S.\t. Ninth. St., a"fte r 
month illness"; :'·-· 

.. County. serving four terms 
the late ·194.lJs -- and 

. Bom""!n ·Fountain -. Cr'ave, J 

for five years before moving Mo., Mrs. ScoveIliv'e-d ~ln 'Des 
to Des Moines in 19(2, He was Moines since 1913, She 

a retired baker arid a member rne~~:.~iil:O~len~h iiii,eri;e;,,yl 

\ . 

'''''. "Born In MunlervHle In 
'Wapello County, Mr. Au· 
brey Jived in Otlumwf! 
before . moving loDe s 
Moines Ifi years 01::0. lie W:IS 

i1 retired mine Inspector for 
Ihe Siale of Iowa. lie was a 
mine oper:alor In Oltumw.:! 
before moving 10 Des Moines. 
. He attended William Penn 

in Oskaloosa and had 
I 

Corps. He was a member 
the Miner'S Institute of Amer,. 

of First United Methodist ?enlor I 
Church. Woodland Hills Church. 

Survivors include nvc sons, [ 
Survivors include his wife, John, Raymond and Frank, 

Rulh: a son. Tex ·of Ames; a all· of _Des Moines, Elmer of 
daughter. ~irs. · ArthUr_ Haas West bes Moines 
of Denton, '.Tex.;. two sisters Barber, Ark.; two 

Mrs. Irene J 
Mrs. Vera Morgan of No', 'on I Moines and 
and Mrs .. Velma Reese of of 
fax, and six grandc~ildren. 

to the 

~~~;h~~dst ~~ur1~t.~na United 
I' r-.ms. LOIS Ii. MILLER' 

Survivors 

Th, 
funeral ., 

Evelyn; three Services for ' Mrs. Lois - H. ,..00. JAVO'I'l'E G. 
Patricia Scolt Miller, 62, of 25~ E .. Eight- Services l or Mrs. 

Mrs. Jean Shel!ey D'~ I l"'~n:~(:hi:~'S!(,f·'~Will ·. be at 3" p.m. I iF~;'~;"~t,~~~:::~~"0~~'~:':~~~:~f~;~~1 1 : lind Mrs. Sandra Grate al at 
Moines: two sons: Gary 0 n ' s 
Dcs Moines and Michocl FUn era 1 
Norwalk; three Mrs. Hom e, with 
Frances Kellcrman Linc~ j in the Mrs. r i of a lun'ci 
"me, Mrs. Florence of Berwick Cern- tumor Monday at De!! Moines 
Lovilia and Mrs. 1 of elet"y · in Bcr- General Hospital aner lin 111-
Des Moines; two wick. ncss of a week. • .. 
Forrest and Raymond, both Mrs. Miller 80m In Peoria, ·111., Mrs . 
Ottumwa; three half-sisters, dicd . of mu· lfjli~:I~ Flint lived in Des Moines· for 
Mr!. l.<Iuise Bricker of Albia, dystro- !I 30 years .. She was employed 
Mrs. Clarice Raison of Ot- ph y Monday MIU. LO IS H. by Natibnal . Handcraft Tn-
tumwa and Mrs. Linda Small- at Broadlawns MILI. ER stitule Inc., bCfore her retire· 
wood of California; and 12 Polk Counly Hospital after an ment three years ago. She 
grandchild~en. illness of 1~ year.s. . was a member of · the East 

Born in Carlisle, Mrs. Miller Side Church of the Nazarene. 
MRS. C ·A TIlE R TN" I"",,, in Warren County before Survivors Include her hus-

McELVOGUE SHAFFER to Des Moines 35 band, Walter; a · slcp·d(lUllh­
Gravesidc services for l\-Irs. years ago. ShC! was n memlx!r ler, Mrs. Beverly Overton of 

Catherine McElvoj:ltlc Sharrer. of the Missionary Baptist Des Moines, and one grand-
~2, of Hot Springs, · Ar.k:-; for- ! •. ·"...".~ I d;",:hi"." 
merly of . D_" •• , .", ___ ..,. -Survivors include 

_.. _ h~nrl Orvill f' : a d;~;'ht"; 
--. 

·i\IR.-':. IIELEN,F. MOORE 

Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.
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TH~ STORY OF IOIV.' 

Tr lll1.1a r and Ihe Ord.-r o i Ihe Ea<lern S tar . Oi the 
latle r·na111 .. ,1 orgauiza toOll he WiI) I):orthy patron iOT 
111"0 rrar" H I: \\"a~ abo a memher 01 t he 1mlcl'cnd,'nt 
Ordt"r oi udd Ftllo\\"~. the Knig hB o i l-'ythias. and 
the Brlln ul ... nt ;111(\ Proteo: tlvc Order oi F.Jk~ . He \\"as 
a chart ... r lllCtl1Lcr 01 the New London Country Clul.. 
In his [loli ti,',. Dr. L~sscl1g .. r was a Democ rat, Of 
Bapli>t fait h. he wa s :H'\;\'C In th .. cOI1I1~il" of hi~ 
churd! for many years. III 1908-09. he \\'01, president 
of Ih ~ Raptis! Young People's l'ulon of Soulhea~ t 
Iowa. Th e doctor', hohby wa s collening pipes. and 
he had a collCt,t ion of three ]nmdr ... d. coming frolll 
all OI'eT th(" world. For olltdOor recr eation, he liked 
htlllt ing and fbhing. 

On Septt' lnher [8. 191.!, Dr. Earnes t ]. Lessenger 
ma r ritd Flortllce ~I. Tihbetts, (laughtl:r oi George 
and ~ancr-Jane ( Craven) Tihbett s. ~Ir -". Le,senger's 
fathl:T \\"a ~ bam in Iior/lrll. New York. and her 
mother ;11 PelHl sy lyania. '-Ir . Tibhetts was a locomo­
tive engineer all his liie, w ith the Erie Railroad. and 
the Ch icago. Burlington and Quincy Railroad. For 
ma n y rears he wa s engineer on a fast 111ail route 
through Io \\"a and ma(Ie hi ~ home al Ottumwa. and 
later at Burlington . Roth he and his wife are now 
decea,ed . 

Dr, an d :\Ir ~. LeH C'nger were Ihe parent~ of 1\\"0 
chi ldrm: T. '-Iary Jane, now the wife of Owen \\'il­
Iiam s oi )J"w Lo ndou. Iowa. H e is e- ity mail canier, 
while s he teaches En glis h in the high school Ihere. 
heing a gra(ll1ate of the l'nil'usity of Iowa, with a 
Bachelor of Arls degr('e. '-Ir. and 1>lrs. "-illiams have 
two rhildren: Gary. horl1 in 19J9. and Sama ntha Jane, 
bor n in 19~ .:;. :\[ary Jane (Lessenger ) \\"illiams i.< a 
rnemher of the P .E .O . Sis terhood. 2. Earn e~ 1 Jay. Jr .. 
who al~o holds a (kgree of Bacht'lor of A.rt~ frOIll 
the l'u inrsi t)" of Iowa. Durin g "'orld \\"ar II. he 
enl isled in t ht l'nit('d States Kavy Air Corps. and 
sen.·td in Iht south PacifiC, com mi ss ione\1 a first litu­
ten alit. Di ~cha rged in 19,,6. Earnest J. Les ~engcr. 
J r .. rt turned home and en tered radio work for a 
time. then returned to the L' l1il'e rsitr of Iowa where 
for a lill1e he studied law. He returned to radio \\"ork. 
how~\'cr. lVa s Illanagcr. of s tatio n KOKX in Keokuk, 
Ihen 1110l'ed to McmphlS. whHe he became sal es man ­
ager ior th(' largc~ t ~Iation in ~[el1lphi ~. H e married 
Virg ini a Ras t of :'I.l e lllphi s. Tenne~see. and they ar t 
the parent, of IWO children: John. born in J9~6. and 
a daughter. E ve Jane. horn in 1950. Earnt'~t Jay has 
no\\" returned to the :-"av)" a. s lieutenant commander. 

M. r,. FJ<;,rellce T ihhet ts Le.$('ngu is acti\·t in local 
affa lr.<, h t lllg worthy matron of th(' Order of the 
Eas tern S tar. and a lll t mher of the ,rhite Shrine, Dr. 
and ~[r, . Lt$<tngtr made t hei r hOllle at 11J Ea~1 
Main S lre('\ in Xew London. -

On '-(arch 8. t950. Dr. E . J. L('S$enger died at ~Ia\'o 
Clillie. Rochesl('r, :'I.linuesota whert he had gone {or 
su rgu}', Death I\·a .<; due to a h('art attack. H e \\"a~ 
burkd in the famih' lo t at :\ spen Grov(' CellleleT\' 
Burl ington. Io\\"a. ' - . 

H EN RY T HO M AS, ~tcreta rv and trea~urer at" 
Eggart and T homas. Inr. of '-Ia ,;~n Ci,,·. dis tribntors 
of (;oodJlur tires. automohile and home aCctssories 
an,1 ~ppliane-es. and prOI. r ietors oi an auto ltlo til'e and 
reca]lping ~ eT\·ice. wa ... born in Colfax. Iowa. ,·\ugU<I 
1.1 .. I !JO~ . He i5 tift- ~on of Henry ,.\ . and Mary E. 
(\\ hUlon) Tliomas. lIis father. th e lat e HenrI' ,-\. 
T.hol1\u. who wa~ the owne r of a hOld in Colfax, 
d,('d Oeremher 15. t9i1! . 

I'I (,'H~' Thoma~ al\cr1(le\l ekmelll~ry .<d' (lol in Col, 

b:s and ior one ~'ear "":t~ a ~1Udcnt at the Colfax High 
School. li e then tra ll ~ftr rtd to Ea~ t High School in 
D .. ~ :'I. l oint~. irom "hi.-11 ht \\"a~ graduated ill HJ'!'!. 
During 192;-28 he ~ Itldied at the Benll~y School of 
.\..:counting and Finance in BOSlon. afte r II hich ill 
heal th nect~~italed hi,. spending a winler in Arizona. 
In 1919 '-Ir. T homas came to :'.Ia ~on City and he ­
came a ssocialed I'ith J oe Daniel s. Goody('ar tire dis­
tributor. H e r emained with thi s conceTil until 19J5. 
From 1935 to J94t he served 3 S pllrdla~illg agen t ior 
the S. and R. Chevrolet Company in ~Ia~on Cit~,. and 
from 1942 10 1945 as stnior accountant for Frank J. 
Enhusk. JIl C .. Cer tified Public Accountant" [n 19~6 
:\I r. Thomas bought a part intHC $t in Joe Daniels' 
Goodyear and au lOlllot ive agency. I n Oc tober, 1948. 
h(' and a partn er. Mr, Eggart. bought out Mr. Da n­
iel, and hecame sole owners of this automoti" ... ag~ne-y. 
whie-h i~ now known a s Eggart aud Thomas. Inc '-IT. 
Thomas ser\"e~ as secr ttary and trea snrer of t he n e,,' 
enterpri~e. which tlllploys l en peop le. (t han(lIe~ 
Goodyea r tire s. automobile and home acc('s~ories and 
applian ces and ha s a r ecapping strvic('. Mr. Thomas 
wa s a di r ector of Ihe Exchange Club, aud is a mem­
her of the Ex('cuti,'e Club. Euchr(' and Cycle Club. 
Ihe '-bson City and Clear Lake Chamber of Com­
merct, and the Mason City Country Club, and frater ­
nail)' is affilia ted with t he Btue"olent and Prot te- live 
Order o f Elks, Hi~ grtal ho hhy is photogra"hJl. and 
he and his wiit are a r dent collector ~ o f antiqu('s 

On Stptember t. t945. Henry Thomas marr ied Greta 
Chappell. the daughter of Dr. E . E . and Idonia 
( Barnes) Chapptll. :\Ir s. Thomas is a gra.duatt of 
\\'heatOI1 College, ~lr . and Mrs, Th01l1a~ havt one 
son. Henry Edward , horn August IJ. 1947, 

W. D E AN AUBREY_ In the r oal mining il1dl1~try 
of Iowa. notably in the Ottumwa area. \V. Dean 
,-\ubrey ha~ hecome a (on $lliruoU .~ operator. H is ca­
reer ha s bten colorful. ranging from ~en'ic (' with the 
l !nited Slates :'.Iarin ell . through labor union aCli\'itit~ 
to his present id<:ntifira tion with coal mining. He is 
a natil'e of :'.Iunter;wille. Iowa. horn on Sef) t<:mber 28. 
1904. son of \\'il1ial1l and Rasa (Chisman) Aubrey. 
his falher now heing retired fr o m most hu~i ness aclivi­
tits. 

\\'. Dean ,",ubre), was tdurated in th e Iluhlic gram­
mar and high schools . from which h(' was graduat ed 
in !9.l'~ . In prep::ral iOIl for hi s ca r eer. he went to 
Pelln Colleg,'. where he majored in commercial ad­
min i~tration. H owe,'er. when he b ecame of age ht 
tnlisted in the l'nited S t ates Marine Corps. and par· 
ticipated in tours o f dil l)' from 1925 to 19.12. I n what 
was H ill Ihe period of uationar d t pr('ssioll. he. in tht 
lall('(" )'ur. left the service to join up with tht aCliv i­
ties of t ht Congres~ of 1 l1 du ~ trial OrganililtiOI1~. with 
w hic h h(' rtmained a ssociated in Ottumwa for fi\"(." 
years. Lat('r his work wa~ in conl1 tc tion wi th the (oal 
mining industry and in i t ht berame Ihoroughly in­
ter('s ted. Fro m 19J; to t 9~6. he was (onnected with 
various coal min('5 in Io wa, In 1946. in Ilartnthhip 
wilh IWO hrolh er s. the Li e- k Crttl.: Coal Mine and tht 
:\lunterS"iI!e Coal Company were lJurchas<:d. which 
ha,'(' ~inct heen optra ttd on an u tive sca le. 

In Ottumwa. ;\Ir .. -\uhr('y has an es tablished rell11ta­
lion a s a public-spirittd e-itizen. co·operalivt with 
projects intendtd to promolt t!i(' hest interes ts of the 
rity. In 1 9~~ ht wa s lIamt d a memher o f the Ottum­
wa Park Board. an d he sen 'ts on the Rent Contro l 
.-\d,·i~ory Board. _'\ ~ t a\lIl c h Dt morrat. he wa~ elerted 
to thl' Io\\"a Genera l . \ ~~e Il\IJ!y a ~ a memhrr o f th e 
Hou~e of Reprt.'cnla t i,·c _. Fifly· third Se~ .'ion . '-fr . 

1 ,I , 
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1124 T HE STORY OF IOWA 

:\uhre}' i~ a director o f the Ottumwa Community 
Chest. is atrllia ted with the F raternal Order oi Eagle~ . 
and is a memher of the DcmO(Tatic party. He wor­
ships in the faith of the .\lethoclist Episcopal Church 

:\t Ottumwa. Iowa . on July 27. 19J5. ,Yo Dean 
:\uhrey married Evelyn J . Smith. daughter o f l'larry 
and Pearl Smith. Mr. and '\Irs. Aubrey a r c the par­
elll;: of t he following rhildren: I . Patricia Anu. horn 
July:!,19J6. 2. Gary Dean. horn January [ I. ]()J9· J. 
Sandra K " horn August l3. 19.J 1. .... jean .\Iarie. born 
.\Iay l6. 19-1-';. ,5. Mur iel Dwajne. born April l6. t9-18. 

KATHERYN CLANCY METZ_1f not born to 
the "Fourth E s tatc." it has heen in t hi~ field oj en­
deavor that .\[r s, KatherVIl Clancy )'Ietz has hc~n 
idcntified prominently o\:er th e most of her life. 
.-\iter a brief career as an educator. she became fir s t 
editor and t hen pUhlishtr of the "Lamoni Chroniclt"." 
an influential ll ewspapt"r of southern 10\\'01. which will 
soon celebrate the second decade oi hcr service at the 
helm. guiding it~ cour se throughout a· ra t her storm}' 
period in :\m~riran annal~ . She ha,; not found htr 
rluties incompatihlt" with marriage and the rearing of 
a family, nor with giving Il'adcrship to organiza t ious 
and mov"menB. A s a writer ~he has also contribuh'd 
art ides to natioual l\laga~iJles, the 1Il0 ~ 1 qUOlnl h~ing 
"Petticoats and Politics" in Ihe "Countr~' Gentleman." 

.-\5 Kath u\"n (JanC\· . .\[r". Metz wa~ horn in Ll1ca~ . 
Iowa, jUl11' -10, 190 ... .- the daugh ter of John T. and 
l ona ( Bag1e)'1 Clancy, Their dau~htl'r was prepare([ 
fo r higher .. ducat ion in th e high school of Attica. and 
matriculated at Graceland ColleRC'. where ~he \\"a~ 
graduated with the (kgree of "'\ ssociate of Arts. cla ss 
of 1925. In 1916 and 191; . ~he was a teacher in the 
puh!!c ~chool~ oi ).Ian, . .,·ille. 

In [9JO . .\[ri, .\[ l' lz t1I'Ca[lle the editor of the '"La­
moni Chronicle." and on .\Iarch 6, 1930, its publislwr. 
"hen ~hl' pur..-ha>l·d the paJH'r from \\" . H. Blai r . To 
this exa..- tillg profeHion. ;\Ir$. :\Ietz has gh'en ..-xcep" 
tional and efiicient de\'otioll. \Vith her purcha ~e oi tlie 
"Lamoni Chronicle." she has become ]Hobably the 
only woman publisher of an Iowa wl'ddy . She !10t 
on ly is a chroniclt"r of the news. but a n intcrpretl'r 
tha .. of. wielding an influcnce that contrihut es 10 the 
heH inter .. ~u of the cOllullunity. and Decatur County. 
and a." well to the i11ldligeLlt under standing of wHat 
i.< going 0 11 in the world. )'lr~ . Mel~ is also the autho r 
of a witlrh' -read COIIlI1W. " Bctween YOll and ).Ie." 
One of her" hettcr known achicvements is her service. 
ior ~i .... month .• in 19.19. as "cxchauge edilor" in .\Iexi" 
co. She was sent on th;$ as~ignment by the Iowa Pres.' 
'"\ '~ocia t ion" and the Cadena de Periodicos Garda 
\"alesca. a :\I exican syndicale publi~hing nineteen daily 
new~!>apHS and five maga~inl"s, sen t a man repre"ell­
tati"e to Iowa to work 011 Hvcrll.l nC"'SJla])er~ while 
'\Ir~ . .\Ietz was engaged in Mexico. This exchange 
wa~ made in an attempt to solidify the \\'estern Hem" 
i~pherc b ~· explaining to the readers the cu~toms of 
Ihl" ptople by representatin5 of their respecti\'e coun" 
trie~. It i~ significan t that a group of weekly editors 
irom the Middl cwest. ~o oftcn called i~olation;~ t. was 
the thst to make a COllcrete effort to do som eth ing 
ahout hetter relat ions. :\Irs. ~Ietz realizes full w ell 
the ad\"antage~ of kceplIlg in touch with colleagues in 
her profe~sion. ~~pecialh' those of her own SI"X. and 
i~ a popular figu re in the Iowa Press \\"om eu"s Cluh. 
a director of th e Fiith Di~trict. and memher of Ihe 
Kational Federation of Press \\"omen" H er influence 
m Dolilic~ H a Repuhlican and puhlic-spirited citizen. 
is indicated by her curren t mell\ber~hi]J in the Iowa 

Genl"ral :\ sscmbly. House of R eprcsen lat'·e~. She has 
introduced and hacked progr essive ll"gi"lation and hu 
,,'on high ratin g b~' her a s~ocia\ e,. :\ prominent d ub_ 
woma n . .\Ir~. :\l l' !Z is affiliated with t he local groups 
the Federation oi \\"omen's Ch\l Js of Iowa . and th~ 
BusineH and Proicssional \\"orl'len"s Cluh. She be-
100!gs to Lodgl' No . .!8l, Order of the Eastern Star 
and 10 the Reorg anizcd Church of Ihe Latter-day 
Saints. 

On December 13. 1926, Ka therrn C1amy marr ied 
John L. Mel z. and they are the parcllls of 1\\'0 ch il_ 
dren: L Gayle. who married \\'alter johnson. 2, 
jea1l1lc. who IIlHried Alfred Decker. 

HARRY N IELSEN-The l'areer of H arry ~ iclsen 
has been conllccted with agriculture for t h~ Illos t 01 
hi.~ mature years. After a h rief period eng_ged in a 
different type of I"n terpr ise, he found 11e like\! Ihe 
b \l s in e~s with which he was· familia r from boyhood, 
an\! in the Bll'ncol' u ea he has followed general 
farmillg for mort" than the past quarter of a century" 
During Ihis time hC' has be('oille a IlromillelJ l figure in 
agricultural organizations and puhlic office.~. c\lrrently 
being a memher of the State L eg islature. 

Born 01.1 \\'alnu t , Iowa. on .\Iay .1. 1895. l 'l~rry Nid_ 
~('n is the .<011 of Cart and :\Iartina (Chri~tiansen ) 
.\'iel~eLl. Reared on a farm. he allendt'd rural and 
Lilli .. Sioux ~chool~, Harri,on County: H e was 
as~ociated \\ ith his falher's agricu ltural int ere, ti unti l 
a -,"rar or two aftcr llt" LI'~allle of ag e" ;,w<1 rented iI 

farm oj t\1"O hundrerl acre~. raising mainly wheat 
alld ("om. H e ~old hi~ holding in 1918 h' join the 
Army but thl' "-\rmi~tic~' wa~ signed before hc was in _ 
ducted anti he joi lled hi~ hrolher-in-Iaw in the ho te l 
husiness at On awa. coullty sca t of .\Ionona COU nl)'. 
In 19l1. l\(\\\·e\""r. he re turned to agrkulture in the 
Bleuror ~e.-tiOIl, ",hue he c\1lti"atl'~ 50me \wo hundred 
acres of hi~ 0\\"1\ lan(1. and rtnts !i"e hundred and sixty 
more, growing" Otl a large ~ ,·ale . wheal. corn. alfalfa 
and other ha} .<" wilh "nailer amounl~ o f nth .. r crops. 
Hi~ ~t"I)-~OI1 is 11 I)utner in the b\1~ines s. 

Harry KidH'J\ is thoroughly up-to-.lale in his agri­
cultural llurSllit$, a melllber o f the Farm Bureau :Uld 
also ill clo~e " onta~t with fell ow o pera ton . and is a 
ho:,f(1 memher of the Blem'oe Farmers Elenltor. Pub­
I:C_'l'irit .. d, he ha s ser",,( l a s township t r u ~ t ec fo r s i" 
year". i" a IIIcm),H ;unl ~urren t pre~i(l('nt o f the Blen­
l"oe Sdlool Boar d. alld ill [ ,)",8 was ele,·ted to 'cne <I S 
a Rl'prc.'el1lath·e. for '9-19-30. in thl' Io wa Stat l' L egi s­
lature. lie is a 0 01l(l.'rat in 1K)liti,"~, a ~ul,ject o f 
",hid] he ha s long heel] a s tudent. allli i~ inRl1en tial 
in party rOUll.:il$ allll r;r.mpaign.;, Fralernall~' he is 
Ol.ftiliated "ith the .\jodern \ \"oodml' ll oi the \ \"orld, 
Hl' i" of the Congrtgationill faith. 

011 july 2l. 19l1. Harry Kiel~ell marricd l r~lJ e .\[ il­
kr. daughter of David and Burl;]]a (Conger) .\l ilIe r, 
her father a railroad man . .\If. amI )' In. Nieben a r e 
the [)ar ents of two children: t jack. horn in April. 
t9.!J. who i" a dirt contractor; he married .\lar~e lla 
Shanklin" and they ha,"e two children : Jacqueline. 
and \\'illmr S~ott . .!. Ka thryn. who wa s horn luI)' 14, 
'9JI. an\! married James" How~chu ltz " ~h " 'Niel"'en 
has thre e s t~p : childrclJ: ' 1. Kenneth Perry, a farnlc r; 
he married Lucy Mc Hugh, and thl'Y have two d3~gh­
ten and onc son : Joan, Ju\!y and Patrick. ~. Earl D. 
P"rry. as.o~iated in bU$ine.<s ",·ith his Slep"i3ther: h e 
married Dona Crahh. and tl.ley ar e the p3 r ell t ~ oi t wO 
cluldren : ja lHe" and Lyle. j. janyce. \\ho married T " 
R. Carm. a farmer. and they ha"f t\\'o daught ers: 
I'atriria a.nd Sally 

Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.




